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BE NOT AFRAID TO PRAY 


Be not afraid to pray—to pray is right; 


Pray, if thou canst, with hope; but ever pray, 


Though hope be weak, and sick with long delay: 
Pray in the darkness if there be no light. 


Far is the time, remote from human sight, 
When war and discord on the earth shall cease; 
Yet every prayer for universal peace 

Avails the blessed time to expedite. 


Whate’er is good to wish, that ask of Heaven, 
Though it be that thou canst not hope to see; 

Pray to be perfect, though material leaven 
Forbid the spirit so on earth to be. 

But if for any wish thou darest not pray, 

Then pray to God to cast that wish away. 


I lartley Ce leridge. 





The 


Converted Catholic 


“When thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.”"—Luke 22: 32. 
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EDITORIAL NOTES 


‘All that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me; and him 
at cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out.”—John 6: 37. 
These are very comforting words indeed! When = so 
any are turning away from the faith, when we are threat- 
ned with eternal perdition by those who-have usurped the 
uthority of Jesus, it is a great comfort to be able to turn 
Him and to know that the will of the Father is that every 
ie who believeth on the Son “may have everlasting life, and 
le will raise him up at the last day.” So there is no fear of 
e excommunication of the pope. The pope may “cast out,” 
it above his judgment is the will of the Father who will not 
rmit that His Son shall lose anything of what He has given 
im. 
Do we believe in Jesus? Do we accept Him as our only 
viour, our hope and refuge? If we do, we can be at peace, 
spite of the threats of those who seek our possessions and 
not care for our souls. Let them cast us out. We are 
ire that He will not cast us out but will raise us up at the 
day. 


Christ’s Mission 
We appeal to our friends to take to heart the needs of 
r Mission, which are very pressing just now. We know 


it there are many calls for money, but we are compelled 


say that unless our friends make an effort on our behalf 

ir work will soon be greatly hampered. Please send us 
ur contributions as soon as possible and you will relieve 
of a pressing anxiety and enable us to go forward. 
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Organized Work 

We call the attention of our friends to the work of our 
auxiliary society, the Home and Foreign Missions Aid So 
ciety. Their work in a quiet way has been most effective and 
calls for a greater extension. We are working in three dif- 


ferent languages and wish to extend the opportunity of giv- 


ing the foreigner our language, our American ideals and relig- 
ious training, for which there is a great need. We want to 
see enlisted in our society every American who feels that the 
future peace of our country depends on the education we give 
to-day to the foreign element which is rapidly increasing 
Our public schools cannot reach every need, therefore relig 
ious and patriotic societies have to supply the deficiency. 

The scope of the society is quite wide and informatior 
will be gladly given by the secretary and founder of it, Mis 
Jennie E. Taylor, 135 West 58th Street, New York, or the 
treasurer, Mrs. Ferrier J. Martin, 52 East 69th Street. Pleas: 
form a branch society in your town or city, and write t 
either of these ladies for information. 

We like to hear from all those converted from Roman 
ism. If you know some one please send us the address. 


Kind Words 

We are very thankful to all those who have expresse: 
their appreciation of the valiant stand of Dr. Collins befor 
the hearing of bills to amend the postal laws at Washingto1 
We are glad to reprint from the “Christian Herald” the fo! 
lowing, which speaks for itself, and for which we congratu 
late our faithful coworker: 

“Dr. W. Russell Collins, New York City, Secretary of th 
Converted Catholic, next took the floor, and having expresse 
his satisfaction that the cat was now let out of the bag, < 
it had been stated that the real purpose of the propose: 
legislation was to secure the suppression of anti-Catholi 
publications, he proceeded to handle the question in such 
way as to show his grasp of the real point at issue. Th 
three Roman Catholic Congressmen, Messrs. Fitzgerald, Ga 
livan and Maher, especially the two latter, by their inte 
ruptions and in some instances by such unparliamentary ta: 
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tics as called for the interference of the chairman, attempted 
to break the force of Dr. Collins’ emphatic statements; but 
to the evident satisfaction of a large portion of the audience 
resent, Dr. Collins showed himself master of the situation 
nd successfully maintained his ground. When Mr. Gallivan 
esorted to the characteristic Roman Catholic method of argu- 
rent, and declared one of his statements concerning Roman 
atholic theology to be a lie, Dr. Collins simply replied that it 
as the usual case of ignorance on the part of a Roman Cath 
lic layman, and that it was the common practise for the hier 
rchy to keep the laymen in ignorance of the true teachings 
the Church.” 

We are sorry to have to report that Dr. Collins has been 
iffering from a serious illness. He is better, but we fear 
iat he will be unable to resume his office work for some 
ivs or weeks. That makes the work harder, and we beg 
ir readers to be indulgent if their correspondence does not 
eceive prompt acknowledgment. 


Divine Worship Interrupted 


Catholics in their zeal to extol the pope do not see that 
ey make themselves ridiculous by their blunders. The fol 
wing is from the Catholic papers, and it is intended to give 
as wide a circulation as possible: 

“Accompanied by His Eminence the Cardinal Secretary of State, the 
ly Father traversed on foot the series of halls irom his private apart- 
nt in the Vatican and entered the basilica of St. Peter’s by the private 
rway near the Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament. Evidently the chap- 
of the basilica had received notice of the coming of the Sovereig1 
ntiff a little beforehand, for the singing of the Divine Office was sus 

ded and Cardinal Merry del Val and his canons hastened to pay their 
pects to the Pope on his entrance The Holy Father and the Car 
al Secretary of State repaired to the bedside of the wounded, com 
rting the stricken ones, blessing them and asking information as to 
ir escape, their hurts and their relatives. Never did the Vicar 
rist appear so truly the common Father as on this occasion.” 


Who can understand this Catholic logic? The represen 
tive of the humble Jesus is extolled as a prodigy of virtue, 
cause he deigned to go on foot over the richest Persian 
gs to visit the poor and sick! This act is magnified as 
mething unheard of. And really, if we stop to think, such 
‘ase is wonderful, as we can see every day at the door of 
e Vatican hundreds of the most faithful people, blinded by 
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their fanaticism, who would count themselves happy to die 
for the pope, but who cannot succeed in getting a blessing 
from tHeir beloved Father, even from a window, while he is 
bestowing his attention upon the great of this world, who go 
to pay him homage, not for love of him, but to honor them- 
selves. They call him the Vicar of God, and yet, when the 
canons are worshiping God, they stop the Divine Office, turn- 
ing their backs upon Him and hasten to pay homage to His 
servant! 

This reminds me of the following case of which I was a 
witness: In a convent in Spain we were one afternoon at 
vespers when, in the middle of a Psalm, the sacristan came 
in to the choir and said, “The Infanta is at the door.” All 
the monks rushed downstairs, straightening their habits and 
retying the cords about their waists, so as to present a fine 
appearance, leaving God and His angels alone in the church. 
The Infanta expressed her sorrow at having interrupted the 
service, but the superior said: “Alteza, we have always God 
with us, but we have not always the Infanta.” Which 
shows with what familiarity God is treated by the Church. 

But in this case of the Vatican, if it is not idolatry, I should 
be obliged to any one who would tell me what idolatry is. 

The Catholic papers add: “Never did the Vicar of Christ 
appear so truly the common Father as on this occasion.” 
Certainly ; but the wonder is why he does not do it more fre 
quently. His love for his children may be great, but hi: 
love for the riches and dominion of this world is greater 
Nobody has denied the pope the right of being a Father t 
his followers. But so long as he chooses to remain in th 
Vatican we must think that it is not the love but the prid 


of his heart which detains him there. “Not you, but your 


is what I seek.” These are the words which might bes 
express the papal attitude toward the world. 


Lies Detrimental to the Roman Church 

The Knights of Columbus have decided to prosecute ever 
publication detrimental to the Roman Church. Their actio: 
so far has been directed against the “Menace” and two o 
three anti-Romanist papers. We can assure them that suc! 
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papers have not got more than skin-deep into the subject, 
but if the Knights of Columbus are in earnest in their aims, 
we beg them to prosecute Cardinal ‘Gibbons, Cardinal Mc- 
Closkey, Bishop E. L. Grace, of St. Paul; Bishop J. M. 
Henne, of Milwaukee; Bishop J. J. Kain, of Wheeling; 
Bishop E. A. Becker, of Wilmington, Del.; Bishop C. M. 
Dubuis, of Galveston; the Archbishop of Philadelphia, 
Bishop E. O’Connell, of Marysville; Bishop W. Gross, of 
Savannah; Bishop F, X. Krautbauer, of Green Bay; Bishop 
I’. Foley, of Chicago; Bishop S. V. Ryan, of Buffalo; Bishop 
\. Domene, of Allegheny, and more than thirty other dig- 
nitaries whose names we will supply on demand, for allow- 


ne 


ig to be:published and recommending the books of Rev. 
\lichael Muller, C. S. S. R., which contain lies detrimental to 
\lother Church and the religious orders. Among many we 
take the following from his work, “The Catholic Priesthood,” 
ol. 11, pp. 204-6: 

“There was once a vast and wealthy monastery in this 
luchy. Its vineyards produced rich and well-flavored wine. 
ts barns were filled with all manner of stores. Fat beeves 
-razed in its meadows. Carp by thousands were leaping in 
its fish-ponds. The neighboring trout-stream was the pride 
{ the monks and the envy of every other religious house in 
(.ermany. Well, the reverend fathers ate, drank and were 
merry. They never kept a Lenten fast. They knew naught 
| the pangs of hunger, or the humiliations of penury; they 
neither fed the famishing, nor clothed the naked. They had 
ine in abundance. So they caroused from night till morn- 
ig, and from morning to night. One solemn day, a day of 
enance and prayer, they were indulging in wild uproar and 
evelry. The refectory echoed with snatches of licentious 

ng and laughter following some double-edged jibe. Sud- 
lenly a loud knock was heard at the outer door: knock, 
nock, knock! The janitor went to open it, and was star- 
tled by the apparition of a thin, tall man. His skull bones 
ere scarcely covered with the parchment-like skin that 
tretched over them. He was attired in the habit of the order, 
ut the shape was antiquated; it was, moreover, threadbare 
id moth-eaten. In hollow and sepulchral tones he asked for 
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admittance. The janitor was alarmed, and, shutting the gate 
on the stranger, went to seek instructions from the superior. 


‘There stands at the gate an odd, queer man, who asks for 
admittance. He wears the habit of our order, but——’ ‘No 
buts,’ said the abbot; ‘let him in. We must show hospitality 
to our brethren. Give him a chair by my side, fill him a 
goblet of wine, and fetch forthwith knife and platter.’ The 
strange monk was introduced; he bowed; he took his seat; 
but his head was covered with his cowl; he ate not a mor 

sel, he drank not a drop. In a few minutes more knocks 
were heard at the gate: knock, knock, KNocK! Again the 
janitor approached, trembling, and faltered forth, ‘O sir, there 
are hundreds and hundreds of these thin monks before the 
gate, demanding admittance!’ ‘Let them all in! We've wink 
enough to last till the millennium!’ So in they came, crowd 

ing the refectory. The hall was crammed; the vestibule, th 
steps of the pulpit, where the reader edified the brethren whik 
they dined; the pulpit itself, and many stood on the book 
board half poised in the air. Then there arose a distant 
sound as of crackling, crackling, crackling; a deadly odor a: 
of flesh burning, mingled with sulphurous steam. The living 
monks were filled with consternation. Their knees smote on: 
another and their tongues clave to the roof of their mouth: 
they felt that they were in the presence of the dead. The: 
uprose the first ghost that had appeared, and said, ‘Breth: 
ren, I was once the abbot of this ancient and venerable house 
! ate, I drank, | caroused, I never worshiped. In my hear: 
I neither feared God nor regarded man; and now I am tor 

mented in the flames. These were my companions; they led 
a similar life of gluttony and lust, and they are, in like mai 

ner, tormented. But we must glorify the Lord even in the 
fire! So sing, brethren, “Gloria Patri, et Filio, et Spiriti 

Sancto.”’ A loud clap of thunder accompanied their chant 
When it was finished the strange guests had disappeared; 
the refectory contained only the living monks,” etc. 

Is it indeed true that such scandalous convents exist? 
Then we must not think it strange that the “Menace,” for 
instance, might unearth some such story. But if it is not 
true, what “lies” more “detrimental” to the Roman Church 
can be imagined! 
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ROMANISTS TRY TO OVERTHROW THE 
CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED 
STATES AND TO DESTROY THE 
LIBERTY OF THE PRESS 


BY PROF. W. RUSSELL COLLINS, D.D. 
(Continued. ) 

A full report of the hearing, containing all the speeches for 
ind against the bills, is printed in a pamphlet by the Govern- 
nent Printing Office, under the title, “Exclusion of Certain 
‘ublications from the Mails,” “Hearing Before the Commit- 
ee on the Post Office and Post Roads,” on H. R. 20,644, and 
I. R. 21,183. Feb’y 1, 1915.” 


Any citizen may obtain, free of cost, a copy of this pam- 


hlet, by writing to the Congressman of his district, request- 


.g a copy. 

The whole answer to these bills is contained, as it were, 
a nut-shell. They are unconstitutional. 

First. The Constitution provides trial by court and jury 
r all crimes. 

These bills substitute for this provision, trial, conviction 
nd sentence by one man, the Postmaster-General, without 
hearing for the accused. 

When hard pressed and facing defeat, Messrs. Fitzgerald 
nd Maher admitted that they believed every man should 
ive his day in court, but in a court of review or appeal, after 
ie action of the Postmaster-General had put the man out of 
usiness. 

3ut of what use is a court of appeal or of review to a man 
ho has already been hung? The suppression of a periodical 

the Postmaster-General, during the interval between his 
lecision and the convening of a court of review, would some- 

times mean the complete ruin and death of the publication. 
Vhoever heard of a court of appeal coming before a court 
f trial? 
However, it matters not what these gentlemen may think 
privately, when forced to yield. Their private opinions were 
ot written in the bills, and it was the text of the bills that 
as under discussion, and the bills made no provision for a 
trial by court. 
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Second. The Constitution guarantees the freedom of the 
press. The freedom of the press necessitates the freedom of 
the use of the mails and of all other legal means of transpor- 
tation. These bills would empower one man to deny the 
use of the mails and to restrain the freedom of the press, in 
obedience to his prejudices, ignorance, or to the command 
of some power other than the Government of the United 
States, which alien power he may be compelled to serve. 

These briefly stated answers having been made by all the 
speakers opposed to the bills, the hearing became more an 
investigation than a hearing—an investigation of the motive 
of the bills. And that investigation revealed the Roman 
Catholic Church, the political character of which did not 
appear to advantage, nor much to the liking of its repre- 
sentatives. 

Congressmen Fitzgerald and Gallivan tried to conceal the 
fact that their bills were presented in the interest of the Ro- 
man Church despite searching inquiry made by Congress- 
man Finley, who is opposed to the bills. 

These Roman Catholic Congressmen tried to make it ap 
pear that their bills were presented in response to the com 
plaint of the Postmaster-General, that he had insufficient 
power to eliminate obscene literature from the mails. One 
might have imagined that they were acting as his special 
friend and agent. As a matter of fact, however, their bills 
were the result of the Postmaster’s refusal to overstep his 
authority and to eliminate certain controversial papers, which 
are not obscene, but which Romanists denounce as libelous. 

For a long time Mr. Fitzgerald made a loud play upon 
the words “obscene,” “lewd,” “immoral” and “filthy,” expect- 
ing to commend thereby public approval, while hiding the 
real motive of his bill. One could imagine that he had aspi- 


rations to attain such fame and laurels as have been acquired 
by Anthony Comstock. 


Congressman Maher was not so skilful in obscuring the 
real motive, and he quickly uncovered the hand of Rome and 
introduced the question of religion, which was quickly ac- 
cepted and debated by the succeeding speakers. Later the 
Roman Catholics complained that a discussion of religion was 
out of order, and I reminded them that that discussion had 
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been introduced by themselves in the person of Mr. Maher. 

Mr. Maher admitted that the Roman Catholics want at 
least six anti-Roman papers eliminatad from the use of the 
mails. He named two, “The Yellow Jacket” and “The Men- 
ace,” but could not remember the other four.. He claimed 
to represent 16,000,000 Roman Catholics and 20,000 priests— 
rather exaggerated figures, | imagine. He said, “I believe | 
voice their sentiments when I say they want protection 
against the slanderous and scurrilous articles that are cir 
‘ulated through the mails.” 

So the Roman Catholic Church comes to Congress de- 
manding Governmental intervention in her behalf, to silence 
the voices. of those who teach other doctrines than hers! 

Want of space forbids that I shall give now a full report 
it the hearing, and I will discuss but one other item. 

Congressman Gallivan asserted that forty-eight Demo- 
‘ratic Congressmen had been defeated in the latest elections 
iy the anti-Roman literature referred to. We were glad to 
ear this admission. [:vidently Uncle Sam has waked up 
nd intends to keep the Roman political hierarchy out of 
power in our free Government. Of course, Mr. Gallivan 
vould have us believe that these men were defeated by means 

{ libelous, defamatory literature. 

| endeavored to show him that this was not the case, and 
that they were defeated, not through religious prejudice, but 
recause of their political profession which, tied up in their 
religion, is inconsistent with good citizenship in this country. 
\nd I tried to make him declare his own religious belief, in- 
luding its political platform. He evaded the question, and 

asked more directly, “Do you not acknowledge that the pope 

the sovereign ruler of Heaven, earth and hell, and of all 
temporalities as well as spiritualities?” His reply was that 
am “insane.” Is that an answer? I now make the challenge 
that he does not dare give the answer. On the other hand, 
Mr. Gallivan has excommunicated himself by declaring me 
nsane, for I stated the doctrine he ought to believe as an 
onest Romanist, and for which he must undergo excommu- 
ication if he refuses to believe it, and his declaring that I 
m insane constitutes his public repudiation of Roman dogma. 
(his repudiation, however, may have been only feigned. 
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The papal Syllabus of Errors condemns all who hold any 
of the following doctrines: 


“The ministers of the Church, and the Roman pontiff, ought to be abso- 
lutely excluded from all charge and dominion over temporal affairs.”— 
Syllabus, Sec. V, 27. 

I say that, and Iam condemned. Gallivan and every other 
Congressman and loyal citizen-ought to say that, and stand 
under the same condemnation. I dare Gallivan to say it to 
his Cardinal. Yet, in spite of the Syllabus, he says I am 
insane. 


The Syllabus condemns the following propositions: 


“The Church has not the power of availing herself of force, or any 
direct or indirect temporal power.”—Syllabus, Sec. V, 27. 

“The civil power, even when exercised by an unbelieving sovereign, 
possesses an indirect and negative power over religious affairs. It there- 
fore possesses not only the right called that of exequatur, but that of the 
(so-called) appellatio ab abusu.”—Syllabus, Sec. VI, 41. 

“In case of conflicting laws between the two powers, the civil law 
ought to prevail.”—Syllabus, Sec. VI, 42. 

“Kings and princes are not only exempt from the jurisdiction of the 
Church, but superior to the Church, in litigated questions of jurisdiction.” 
—Syllabus, Sec. VII, 54. Of course, this includes Republican Govern- 
ments also. 

“The Church ought to be separated from the State, and the State from 
the Church.”—Syllabus, Sec. VII, 55. 

“In the present day it is no longer expedient that the Catholic religion 
shall be held as the only religion of the State, to the exclusion of all 
other modes of worship.”—Syllabus, Sec. X, 77. 

“Whence it has been wisely provided by law, in some countries called 
Catholic, that persons coming to reside therein shall enjoy the public 
exercise of their own worship.”—Syllabus, Sec. X, 78. 

“Moreover, it is false that the civil liberty of every mode of worship, 
and the full power given to all of overtly and publicly manifesting their 
opinions and their ideas, of all kinds whatsoever, conduce more easily to 
corrupt the morals and minds of the people, and to the propagation of the 
pest of indifferentism.”—Syllabus, Sec. X, 79. 


The Syllabus is too long to reproduce here. But I hold 
to all these propositions as a loyal American citizen, and the 
Syllabus condemns all of them. 

And Gallivan, Fitzgerald and Maher, and other Roman 
Congressmen, public officials and citizens, must either hold 
these propositions in order to be loyal American citizens and 
incur thereby the condemnation of the Syllabus and the ana- 
thema of the Roman Church; or else, they must condemn 
these propositions and stand by the Syllabus and the Roman 
Church, and deny their loyalty as American citizens. I say 
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that all men who accept the condemnations of this Syllabus 
should be deprived of a vote at American polls and should 
be excluded from all public office en the ground of incom- 
petency to qualify as citizens and to fulfil, unhindered, offices 
cf public trust. And this includes all loyal Roman Catholics. 
And I say this upon the authority of the papal Syllabus of 
Errors. But poor Gallivan, for want of another speech, says 
| am “insane.” 







But perhaps Gallivan has never heard of the Syllabus. 
The majority of Roman Catholic laymen know very little 
about the doctrines of their own Church. But they know 
they must obey that Church at any cost. 











GUARDIANS OF LIBERTY 


We publish the following notice at the request of the Guar- 
lians of Liberty: 

The National Court, Guardians of Liberty, has placed an ~* 
rganizer in the field in Florida, Georgia, North and South Caro- 
lina. He is already on the ground, and will soon have a staif 
of assistants operating with him in those States. All readers 
of this paper in the States mentioned and other States in the 
South who wish to become affiliated with the Order are requested 
to write this office, and their names will be forwarded to the field 
rganizer. Here is an opportunity to take- part in the patriotic 
movement in the great South and to hear lecturers and speakers 
f ability. Write at once, so that no time may be lost. Percy S. 
srown, Room 1429, 46 W. 24th St., New York. 










Kind Words 

I very greatly appreciate THe Convertep Catuoric. I have 
taken it for many years and enjoy it more and more. THE Con- 
ERTED CATHOLIC has a great mission and is fulfilling it in a 
pirit and with an efficiency that should commend it to all 


’rotestants. Rev. M. Rwopes, 
a 
















* * 


I enjoy your monthly very much and the kind spirit which 
11 show in handling the subject of Romanism, at the same 
me the spirit of firmness and courage. 

August 3, 1914. Rev. J. W. F. Cartiste. 
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LETTER TO CARDINAL GIBBONS 
XXXVI. 
My dear Cardinal: 

The black pope has been elected! And this event, of such 
importance in its bearings on the future of this country, has 
been almost ignored by the Catholic press, and has passed 
unnoticed by the great majority of people as something 
hardly worth public attention at this time, when every one 
is so intent upon the progress of the war. 

Yet, if I may be allowed to express my own conviction, 
[ must say that no event has taken place in our own times 
which will so greatly affect the political life of this country 
as this election. 

The new general of the Jesuits holds the key to future 
developments and to the ultimate results of this war, which 
is going to be the beginning of a new era in which all nations 
are concerned, and in which the United States will have no 
small part to play. 

[ am not surprised to find more than one European pape: 


hinting at the idea that this war was brought about by the 
Jesuits. It is very unwise to try to prophesy the outcom: 


of the war while fighting is still in progress. As is the case 
in any conflagration, the smallest cinder may start a great 
fire capable of completely destroying the best-studied plan 
of campaign, and we must bear in mind that at no time in 
history have the nations been engaged in so complicated 
and critical a conflict, which fact makes unlooked-for devel 
opments the more probable. One false step made by any one 
of the contending forces may change the whole situation, even 
to the turning of one allied army against another. 

But, aside from these possibilities, we can see “as clear 
as day” what the final outcome of the war will reveal that 
the object of it all was the realization of a long-laid Jesuitical 
plan. The rulers of the fighting nations may be entirely 
ignorant of the fact that they are serving as instruments 
for the carrying out of a well-studied plot, but any one we'l 
acquainted with the tricks played by your Church in the 
world’s political history can see that the election of the 
present pope, the appointment of Sir Henry Howard as Envoy 
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-xtraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to the Vatican. 
the neutrality of Italy and the election of Father Ledochows- 
ki, whose brother, as Major of Artillery in the Austrian 
army, has just been decorated by the Kaiser with the famous 
lron Cross, after receiving similar marks of distinction from 
the Austrian Emperor, are events too significant to be re- 
garded as mere coincidences. That they obey a mind and 
are subservient to a purpose, is but too apparent, 

But we expect soon to see a new turn, and then the incog- 
nita will be revealed. As soon as the Allies succeed in accom 
plishing what the Crusaders failed to accomplish, Rome will 
feel herself vindicated, and then, and not till then, her good 
ifices as a peacemaker will be exercised with persistent activ- 
ity and will not cease until the day when the Te Deum wi!! 
be sung in the Vatican in the presence perhaps of kings and 
emperors now at war. 

But let us set aside these “monastic” dreams, as we hope 
time will afford us more than one opportunity to refer to 
them again, and let us see what the election of the nev 
superior general of the Jesuits means, and how it is going 

affect America. 

The election of Father Ledochowski means, as far as 
an be foreseen, that the Jesuits are going to have full con- 
rol of the affairs of the Vatican for many years to come. 
hey are going to exercise an absolute power which no one 

ill be able to shake, and they are going to crush every one 
vho dares to oppose them. The peculiar circumstances it 
vhich the Church is placed on account of the war, which 
vill be even more so after it is over, whether they have been 
rought about through the machinations of the Jesuits, as we 
ave pointed out, is more than probable, or not, make her 
Osition a most critical one—the most critical in which she 
as ever found herself. Either her power will be crushed 
rrever, or she will once more sit as the “arbiter of the uni- 
erse.” She is therefore compelled to exercise such a stud- 
ed diplomacy as none but the Jesuits can frame and carry 
ut. They tie a knot which only they can untie. As they 
annot endure to have others destroy in the slightest degree 
vhat they have built up, they will exert every effort to make 
their influence paramount, so that their will must be obeyed 
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by all, from the pope himself down to the lowest priest. We 
can already see indications of this in the encyclical of the 
pope, and all his allocutions, even to his last “admonition” to 
preachers, as we shall seek to explain later. 

Here in America the first blow against existing conditions 
will be directed toward the Knights of Columbus. So I do 
not hesitate to say that Cardinal O’Connell must descend 
from his ridiculous position and dismiss his Quixotic court of 
knights and attend more closely to the administration of the 
affairs of the Church; Cardinal Farley must give up his ban- 
quets with his knightly cronies and must be made to realize 
that such feastings are an insult to suffering humanity and a 
discredit to the man occupying his position and to the 
Church he represents, which doubtless has many members 
who would bless the hand that would offer them a crumb. 
Several bishops must expect to be admonished, and many 
Catholic papers will be forced to stop their publication or to 
change their editorial staff and their tactics. 

Why are the Knights of Columbus going to suffer the 
first blow? Because the Jesuits have no use for them. They 
are just the opposite to the Jesuitical spirit and policy. They 
have grown under the shelter and patronage of other and 
inferior religious orders, and their zeal is without wisdom. 
The Jesuits know that the policy displayed by the Knights 
of Columbus and their self-seeking promoters is a disastrous 
one which is bound to end badly for the Church. Were it 
not for this bad policy, neither would the Guardians of Lib- 
erty, nor other patriotic societies, be in existence. Thev 
have sprung up because of the activities of the Knights ot 
Columbus and their attitude toward the liberties of this Re- 
public. The Jesuits know only too well that among the 


Knights of Columbus there exists no unanimity of purpose, 
and that, while many of them serve the cause blindly, there 


are also no few who are moved by personal ambition, and 
that sooner or later this would bring about their division. 
From the foregoing it might appear that we were about 
to witness a reform in the Roman Church, at least a change 
for the better. But to think so would be a great mistake. 
We do not hesitate to say that America is not prepared 
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to fight the policy of the Jesuits. And it is not prepared 
because, to the open-minded American, it is difficult to believe 
that deception can be clothed with decency and beauty and 
exhale the “odor of sanctity.” We must also bear in mind 
that no country has ever been able to eradicate the Jesuits 
from its territory by legislation or the arousing of popular 
sentiment. Even the pope could not get rid of them in spite 
of the Bull of Dissolution of the Order, and excommunica- 
tions fulminated as penalty for any attempt to reinstate it. 
In America hitherto, owing to the fact that a great percen- 
tage of bishops do not want their interference, they have 
been held back and their action restricted, preference being 
given to other monastic orders. - That is why the policy of 
the Jesuits is so little known in America. The only weapou 
with which we can fight the Jesuits is a great love for Amer- 
ican principles and American institutions, and I am afraid 
that the careless and secure indifference of the great majority 
renders them good soil for the sowing of Jesuitical seed. 

The result of the last election and the progress made by 
patriotic societies show that American sentiment, when 
aroused by the visible presence of the enemy, can rise to the 
occasion and valiantly defend the national principles. It also 
shows that the policy displayed by the Knights of Columbus 
and the authorities of the Church is really the best safe- 
guard for American liberties, because the purpose of the 
Church has been too openly declared. For many years, be- 
fore Rome dared to be so bold, valiant men have raised their 
voice against her gradual but persistent encroachments, only 
to be scorned or repudiated as bigoted visionaries. But now 
many, who were not willing to heed their warnings of the 
enemy’s approach, have had to shake off their apathy at sight 
of the ruins he has left in his path. The uncontrolled ambi- 
tion of the Church has made her show her true colors in time 
for patriots to fight her. 

Some years ago the “Menace” would have found few, if 
any, readers; now it has been the means of opening the eyes 
f millions who are awake and ready to take the defensive 
igainst political Romanism. There may’ still be thousands 
who will side with the enemy, covering their disloyalty and 
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apathy with the cloak of tolerance. We must expect this. 
lf among the twelve there was one Judas, among the millions 
of loyal patriots there must be many thousands who pose a$ 
the opponents ol “bigotry.” 

But when one patriotic paper is restricted, while number- 
less Catholic publications are allowed freely to insult both 
Protestants and the Government; when, without protest, 
Catholic pulpits are allowed to be used for the purpose of 
throwing dirt at honorable citizens and American institutions, 
without the slightest provocation on the part of Protestants, 
or patriots, or the slightest attempt to interfere with their 
liberty of speech; when, on the other hand, our churches are 
invaded by mobs, set fire to, or stoned, and speakers who 
have a right to enjoy the same liberty of speech are insulted, 
wounded and even murdered—when things come to such a 
pass, we might well question whether the part played by the 
so-called “tolerant” is not really either that of a traitor or 
a lunatic! 

But if the policy observed by your Church up to the 
present time were allowed to continue, I am glad to assure 
you that such “tolerance” would become very unpopular 
in America. 

[ am not against tolerance in its true sense, Cardinal. On 
the contrary, | have shown in my letters, and my public and 
private words, that I am against drastic measures, and | 
lament exceedingly that at this time, and after nearly twenty 
centuries of experience, the Christian family cannot stand 
before the heathen world to teach them what is the heigh: 
and depth and length and breadth of the love of God. Should 
Rome come out frankly and say to the world: “We renounce 
the divine prerogatives which we have usurped; we acknowl- 
edge the power unto salvation of the simple Gospel of Jesus 
Christ; we renounce human tradition, and we believe that 
the essence of Christianity is contained in Holy Writ, which 
no man is authorized to alter; nevertheless, we adopt a dis- 


cipline which experience has taught us to be the most expe 
dient for preserving the unity of our organization; but we 


admit this discipline, although characteristic of our Church, 
te be human, as human and fallible as are also our minis- 
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ters”; if the Church should come out boldly with such an 


admission, which would be nothing more nor less than the 
truth, | would break my pen, or use it only against any one 
who should misuse his liberty as a means to deprive others 
of the same right. 

But while the Church continues to make her false claims 
to infallibility and has more love for temporal power than 
for the truth, or the salvation of souls, I must stand against 
her. 

Let us look for a moment, Cardinal, at my own case. | 
am a man excommunicated by the canons of your Church 
[ am destined to eternal perdition by the infallible oracle of 
the Church. Why? Not because I do not admit the doc 
trines of Christianity, or do not strive to live by them to the 
best of my ability—God knows that I am living according 
to my light. It is because I am out of the Church. Had | 
remained in it, teaching its doctrines faithfully, even though 
at heart I should be an absolute unbeliever, there is no power 
on earth that could bring excommunication upon me. _ If 
such procedure expresses the mind of Jesus, do you not think 
we should be justified in questioning his morality and dis- 
crediting his claims? 

So, in view of this, I feel that my position is imposed by 
duty. The intolerance is on your part. I am glad that the 
attitude of your Church relieves me of the necessity of argu 
ment. ‘Some ministers, possessed of a sentimentalism that 
gives them small credit, have even gone so far as to lend their 
churches to your priests. Their attitude is precisely the same 
as that of the man who, being assaulted by burglars, goes t 
bed for the sake of peace, leaving his house at their disposal, 
and next morning praises them if, after robbing him, they 
spare his life. 

Ministers of the Gospel allow themselves to be inveigled 
into fraternizing with their “brethren of the Roman Church,” 
not realizing that what they call “tolerance” of a Church 
which will not yield an inch in their favor, might better be 
called “cowardly subservience.” 

The Jesuits see where lies their vantage ground, and 
when they succeed in suppressing the Knights of Columbus 





92 THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 


and their too violent measures, they hope and expect that 
the tide of patriotism aroused by these will subside to a low 
ebb of easy tolerance, under their suave and soothing influ- 
ence. They will seek to make this Jesuitical influence inter- 
penetrate all phases of the national life, so that, if the Amert- 
can giant should awake, he would find himself bound, hand 
and foot, by a network of scarce visible cords, from which he 
would be powerless to extricate himself. 

This is their plot, but thank God, there are those whose 
eyes are open to it and who are ready to urge their country- 
men to prevent its fulfilment. 

In our next letter, Cardinal, we shall hope to take up our 
deferred examination of Pope Benedict’s first encyclical, 
which will be the more illuminative in view of recent devel- 


opments. MANUEL FERRANDO. 


PURGE THE EARTH OF PRIESTS 


Let us clear the earth of priests as mediators; let us sweep 


off all their sacrifices, absolutions, consecrations, ceremonies, 
threats or promises; let us entirely shake ourselves free from 
them and stand before our God and Redeemer, listening for His 
voice alone. There are, happily for us, pastors or ministers of 
the Word, to be held in all respect, but they can take no higher 
place than this: they are not priests or mediators. “None of 
them can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to God a 
ransom for him’’—that Christ alone can do. 
—Michael McCarthy’s “Priests and People in Ireland.” 


FORM OF BEQUEST 


I give, devise and bequeath to Christ’s Mission, New York, a 
corporation organized and existing under and pursuant to the Re- 
ligious Corporations Law of the State of New York, and now 


located at No. 331 West 57th Street, in the city, county and State 
of New York 


(Specify Here the Property) 


to be applied to the uses and purposes of the said Mission, in such 
manner as the Board of Trustees thereof shall, in their discretion, 
determine. 
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THE RELIGIOUS QUESTION IN MEXICO 


BY I. C. ENRIQUEZ. 
(Continued. ) 


But the greatest tragedy of the Catholic Church in Mexico 
is that it is a house very much divided against itself. It pos- 
sesses no unity of purpose, it has no honest desire to uplift, to 
educate and alleviate the needs and sorrows of the masses. The 
true condition of the Catholic Church is that it is composed ot 
wealthy foreign high clergymen and of poor priests, who are 
native Mexicans and Indians. Those native priests have a com- 
plete understanding of the hopes, aims and desires of the poor 
people. The wealthy foreign high Church dignitaries have always 
brought naught but sorrow upon Mexico. They were responsible 
for French intervention; it is they who in the present struggle 
are trying to bring about the intervention of the United States 
Instead of ministering to the soul needs of the Mexicans the) 
shamelessly indulge in the low game of politics. They intrigue, 
they scheme. They are the friends of the reactionary forces; 
they kow-towed with Diaz when he was in power, and used 
Huerta and his henchman, Dr. Urrutia, when they reigned 
supreme. It will be seen from this that the Mexican people can 
liave no love for those high Church dignitaries, who always allied 
themselves with their enemies. In fact, they were the enemies, 
for they always upheld the benighted forces of Mexico. 

The shameless manner in which the high Catholic clergy for- 
sook their religious offices and dabbled in politics is illustrated 
yy the numerous letters which were left behind by Dr. Aureliano 
Urrutia, Minister of Interior in the Huerta cabinet. In the let 
ters left behind by him it is to be seen that the Catholic clergy- 
men were the real law-breakers of the country, violating wilfully 
and maliciously every law that has been set down by the Consti- 
tution of 1857. They did it quite openly, without hesitation and 
with brazenness that is not at all ecclesiastic. 

When Dr. Urrutia scented danger and saw that the diabolic 
tule of Huerta was about to crumble into dust he did not waste 
any time in leaving the country. In fact, he was in such a hurry 
to get out that he left behind him all his archives, consisting of 
many letters, written to him by various high Church dignitaries, 
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such as bishops, archbishops and others. All those Dr, Urrutia 
piled into a basket and turned over to an old woman for safe 
keeping. The dear old lady hardly realized what historic docu- 
ments were in her possession. 

It is a sad commentary upon the dignity of the Catholic Church 
when its highest clergymen plan the overthrow of law and ordet 
attained by the people after a struggle lasting three years. And 
that is just what they did. In one of the letters Archbishop Mora, 
of Mexico, suggested that Dr. Urrutia secure a million dollars for 
the Catholic Church for alleged damages. Both Archbishop Mora 


and Dr. Urrutia were fully cognizant of the fact that they were 


acting against the laws of the Constitution. They knew that they 
violated the sacred principles of a Constitution for which thou- 
sands died. How can such men like Archbishop Mora and 
Urrutia command respect when they are secretly planning to 
violate the laws of the country? 

ls it at all surprising that Constitutionalists are forced to drive 
them out of the country, especially when they wantonly ignore 
the laws? 

The thing that strikes me as most peculiar at the present time 
is the loud cries which the Catholics are raising against the Con- 
stitutionalist forces. At the same time while they are demand- 
ing protection for their coreligionists in Mexico Germany is 
devastating one Catholic country after another. The Mexican 
RKevolutionists never have made ancient and gorgeous cathedrals 
the targets of their shells, as the Germans have done. One cathe 
dral after another was destroyed by the Germans who invaded Bel- 
gium and France. Nothing of that sort ever happened in Mexico. 
Still not a whisper has been heard from the Catholics of this 
country against German barbarism. Is it not strange that they 
should not ask the United States Government to intervene in 
behalf of the oppressed Catholics in Belgium while they demand 
action in Mexico? What is the reason that they shut their eves 
tc real atrocities in Belgium while they are so carefully watching 
events in Mexico? The truth of the matter is that the high 
Catholic clergymen are awakening to the fact that the success 
of the Constitutionalists means the carrying out of the laws of 
1857. It means the divorce of the Church from the State. It 
means the end of the influence of the Catholic clergymen in affairs 
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of the State. The high Catholic dignitaries are realizing that 
their power is coming to an end, and the only way possible to 
retain it is to bring about the intervention of the United States 
01 some other power. 

However, the cries of the clergymen that the United State 
swoop down upon Mexico, and at the point of a gun perpetuate 
the power of the Catholic Church is in itself the greatest indict- 
ment against the leaders who are working in that direction. No 
honest Christian would ever seek an unnecessary war with another 
nation. Fortunately, the American people and the Washington 
Administration are beginning to realize that not all is well with 
high Catholic dignitaries in Mexico. 


TRANSLATIONS. 
Letter from Archbishop Gillow to Urrutia. 
Hacienda de Chautla, July 11, 1913. 
Sr. Dr. AURELIANO URRUTIA, 
Minister of the Interior, Mexico. 
Esteemed Sir and Friend: 

[ returned to this hacienda yesterday and was informed 
that up around Huejotzingo, capital of this district, things are 
rather unsettled, due to a few disturbers who molest the 
authorities, and consequently disturb public peace. Having 
in mind the kind offers which you made to me during my 
recent visit in that city, I now take the liberty of addressing 
you. 

The disturbers of Huejotzingo are a certain Luis Pinto 
and his brother. They own real estate and small houses to 
the amount of maybe $3,000 each in that locality. They put 
on airs of caciques, and have for some time even gone so far 
as to pretend to subordinate the local authorities. They have 
become more overbearing since the time of Madero. 

While Mr. Alberto Garcia Granados was Minister of the 
Interior, the referred to Pinto brothers attempted to over- 
throw Mr. Enrique Acevedo from his position as Governor 


of the Province. Mr. Acevedo has maintained the peace and 


well-being in this district ever since he came into office. As 
Mr. Granados, owner of the Hacienda de Chagua, near Hue- 
jotzingo, knows Mr. Acevedo, he maintained Mr. Acevedo 
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as Governor, and the Pinto brothers did not molest him any 
more until Mr. Granados resigned the secretaryship. 

As Mr. Acevedo is well acquainted with the intrigues of 
the Pinto brothers, he has kept them well watched, and they, 
resenting this, have hostilized him, to the degree of having 


trumped up false accusations against him before the munici- 
pality of Puebla. They did not, however, obtain their end, 
for they were unable to obtain his removal, though he was 
for a time suspended from office, much to the regret of the 
honest contingent of Huejotzingo. The Mayor replaced him 
during this time. 

On the other hand, Mr. Ramon Vargas, Judge of the Pri- 
mary Court of Claims of Huejotzingo, has been for three 
months working unceasingly to put to date all pending causes 
which had been accumulating, due to the fact that his pre- 
deeessors, partly due to indifference and partly to fear of the 
Revolution, often absented themselves, abandoning their offi- 
ces. Among those who most distinguished themselves of these 
last mentioned, was a certain Felipe Ramirez, whose wife is 

Huejotzingo woman, on which account he was of course 
interested in holding that position in Huejotzingo. The 
mother of the lady in question also found a way to take advan- 
tage of the situation, and arranged things so that those who 
wished their cases attended to had to have a recommendation 
from her, if they wanted a favorable judgment. For this she 
was of course paid a certain sum, and she managed to derive 
quite a fine income. 

This by-play came to the knowledge of Mr. Garcia Grana- 
dos, and he managed to obtain from the Puebla municipality 
to offer the Judge Felipe Ramirez, to transfer him to Matamo- 
ros, which offer he declined, staying in Huejotzingo and exer- 
cising his profession of lawyer. This Mr. Ramirez works in 
harmony with the Pinto brothers, and the three of them 
openly antagonize Acevedo the Governor, Ramon Vargas, 
the Judge and Sidronio Primo, Commissioner of the Ministry, 
who is an old employee in this locality and who works together 
with the other two last mentioned. 

With the foregoing details, and prompted by the desire 
to maintain order and peace in this district, I beg you to exert 
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your good influence with the government of Puebla to have 
Mr. Acevedo return to his post, and to have Mr. Ramon 
Vargas, the present Judge, and also Mr. Sodronio Primo stay 
in their positions. The presence of Mr. Felipe Ramirez, who 
still pretends to occupy the position of Judge in this district, 
is very harmful to public interests, as is also the presence of 
the Pinto brothers, so that although I harbor no feelings of 
personal enmity toward them—for I do not know them except 
from hearsay—I beg to suggest the advantage of their being 
removed from this locality in whatever way you may deem 
most appropriate. 

Kindly forgive the length of this letter, but I feel justified 
in giving you all these details for the sake of the preservation 
of peace in this region, which has some importance due to 
its relations to Puebla and Mexico. 

Thanking you in advance for whatever you may deem fit 
tc do in the interests of the honest citizens who have given 
me the above information, and which I transmit to you con- 
fidentially, I beg to remain, 

Very respectfully, etc., etc., 
Eu.ocio G. GILLow, 
Archbishop of Oaxaca. 


From Archbishop Mora to Urrutia. 
Mexico, July 12, 1913. 
‘To THE MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR, 
Dr, AURELIANO UrRvuTIA, Present. 
My Esteemed Dr. and Friend: 

You have said to me more than once, “Profit by the pres- 
ent times, no one will give you more than ourselves,” which 
to me signifies your good will toward the Church. There- 
fore, counting on it, I beg to put before you, for your con- 
sideration, the following: 

1. Violating the laws of disentailment, the Archbishop 
of Mexico was deprived of his palace in this capital and same 
has not been put to any use for Government offices. Could 
you not see that it was given back to me, so I could repair it 
and occupy it and then leave it to my successors? If this 
could be done, he whose servants we are would take account 
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of your good action, and we would all be very grateful to you. 


| do not think this is an impossibility. 

2. It also has occurred to me that the Government might 
make to the Cathedral some restitution for which, even ac- 
cepting the new laws as just, should have been respected and 
left, such as: Cash, sacred vases, such as chalices, shrines, 
lamps, articles of silver, jewels, all of which was taken from 
the cathedral. The cathedral was also deprived of the semi- 
nary next door, and the houses of the chaplains, all of which 
is excepted in the laws of disentailment. All this amounts 
to a big sum, for in only gold chalices there were eighteen 
lost. How is this to be repaid? I have an idea, which is: 
The expenses of the church, salary per month of the arch- 
bishop, chaplains and priests, sacristans, amount annually to 
about $60,000. And you need not believe that the salaries 
are high, for the archbishop has a salary of only $750 per 
month, and with this sum he has to attend the victualing, 
dress, servants, household expenses and alms, of which he has 
many, as all the poor of the city go to him for help. The 
canons have a salary of $120 monthly, and the chaplains of 
the choir from $30 to $40, so that, as you can well figure out, 
their living has to be very modest, for out of these salaries 
they have to pay house rent, food and dress. What is left 
out of the $60,000 mentioned, after paying expenses, is used 
for repairs to the house and ornaments. At present we have 
a deficit every vear, which deficit we of course try to keep 
as low as possible. The parishioners’ contributions, which 
are the only thing we can count on toward the support of the 
church, diminish everv vear. 

In consideration of all the above, the Government could 
do us a great favor by giving us a capital which should pro- 
duce enough to be able to keep what we have now. This 
capital should be of ONE MILLION DOLLARS, and this 
would be less, much less than (even admitting the laws which 
at that time deprived the church of its property) was taken 
unjustly away from the church. 

This capital could be handed over to the church in parts, 
from economies made on certain expenses, and the money 
could be put into shares, bonuses, etc., etc. This would 
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enable the cathedral to be better attended to, making the 
necessary reparations and decorating it conveniently. 

Think this over weil, my dear Minister, and act accord- 
ing to the dictates of your good heart of Christian and patriot, 
and we shall be pleased to call you our Great Benefactor. 

With all due respect, I remain, etc., etc., 
Jose, Archbishop of Mexico. 
Letter from the Archbishop of Puebla to Urrutia. 
Puebla, July 12, 1913. 
To Hts Honor MINISTER URRUTIA, 
Mexico. 
Very Esteemed Sir: 

Your favor of the 9th inst. duly to hand, and in reply | 
beg to say that I shall be very pleased to assist you by work- 
ing along the lines suggested by you. I shall only wait now 
unti! | hear from Mr. Gillow so that we may come to an 
understanding on a matter as delicate and important as the 
one in question. 

May the Lord bless you in all your undertakings, and | 
beg to remain, as always, at your service. 

Very respectfully Ce. C80. 
Ramon, Archbishop of Puebla. 


Letter from the Archbishop of Oaxaca to Dr. Urrutia. 


Oaxaca, July 24, 1913. 
Mv Esteemed Friend: 


In view of the benevolence which you have always shown 


toward me, | now beg to address you regarding a subject 
which I consider of the utmost importance. Although it does 
not regard the department in your charge directly, it is never- 
theless closely connected with it and is a matter of universal 
importance to the Republic. 

Before granting concessions for the international and inter- 
oceanic railways, General Porfirio Diaz organized a commis- 
sion, consisting of a lawyer, an engineer and myself, to study 
and report on the already mentioned concessions which meant 
so much to the country. During two months I gave myself 
up to the study of this question, and the commission pre- 
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sented eighteen reports, embracing the different points of the 
subject, including a special statement by me, as I did not 
agree with the two others on certain points which | consid- 
ered essential, and because I was of the opinion that a big 
reduction could be made in the subventions demanded by 
the grantees. 

Time has proved that my ideas were correct relative to 
the delay in the construction of the interoceanic roads, and 
as to the advisability of building a broad-gauge railway from 
Mexico to Laredo right from the start. 

At that time the Tehuantepec Railroad did not have the 
importance that it has now, and the commission did not give 
any consideration to that point, taking it for granted that 
later on the interests of the nation would take up the question 
of connections with the Isthmus and the extension south to 
Guatemala, which would put us in communication with Cen- 
tral and South America. 

Just now I cannot get it out of my mind that of all the 
Kk. R. that are being planned for the republic there are 
two lines which should have the preference, because they 
will be of the greatest importance in the future and because 
they complete our railway system across the country. I refer 
to the prolongation of the Oaxaca R. R. to Tehuantepec, and 
which, starting from the Isthmus ‘R. R., would connect us 
with the different States of the Yucatan peninsula. I under- 
stand that this concession has already been granted, and that 
the plans were being made ready when the revolution started. 

The prolongation of the R. R. to Oaxaca, or rather to 
Tlacolula, as the track is already laid up to that city, is that 
to which I wish to call your best attention, and also that of 
the President of the Republic. At present, to communicate 
from Mexico to Tehuantepec, the Government has to make 
use of three different railways: The Mexican R. R. up to 
Cordoba, the Vera Cruz Pacific up to St. Lucrecia and the 


Interoceanic of the Isthmus. For any military mobilization 
the inconvenience and delay occasioned by this system is 
evident, and should one of these three lines be cut by the 
Revolutionists, the Government would have no communica- 
tion with the Tehuantepec and Pan-American R. R., which 
connects us with Guatemala. 
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This proves the necessity of completing as soon as pos- 
sible the line from Mexico to Tehuantepec, via Puebla and 
Oaxaca, which line, though not the shortest, at least has not 


the inconveniences of the steep ascent and decline of the sum- 


mits of Maltrata, but which, instead, descends gradually from 


Puebla to the coast. 

The Isthmus of Tehuantepec has, without doubt, a great 
future ahead, for it is, using Baron Humboldt’s expression, 
“the bridge of the universe,” connecting, on one side, Asia and 
Europe, and on the other, North and South America. 

If it is true that the Isthmus of Panama is to give us a 
route by. water, without having to transship merchandise. 
one must not lose sight of the fact of the increased distance 
by water between New York and San Francisco, and at the 
same time the inconvenience of passing the locks and the 
charges for same. Whereas, the Tehuantepec R. R. has 
already sufficient traffic assured to guarantee its existence, 
and the cost of transshipment can therefore be reduced to a 
minimum. 

The prolongation of this railroad regards closely the De- 
partment of Secretary of the Interior, for in time of revolu- 
tion this would give them a firmer hold on the State of 
Oaxaca. Lately it has been seen how, once the Southern 
Mexican cut, we have been without communications with 
Central Mexico for a long time, whereas, if the prolongation 
referred to existed, going round by that way to Tehuantepec, 
the State would be better off and the Federal Government 
would have the necessary means to successfully fight a 
rebellion. 

This is of greater importance in a State like Oaxaca, be- 
cause it is so mountainous and because it has an outlet to 
both oceans, the Gulf and the Pacific. 

To finish herewith, I am greatly interested in the con- 
struction of the prolongation in question for the advantage 
of the people of my diocese. I have traveled through the 
State twice and I can assert that it is one of the richest in 
the Republic, for its mining as well as for its agricultural 
products, but I consider it poor in spite of its having 1,000,000 





102 THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 


inhabitants because it lacks rapid and economical ways 0! 
communication. 

While waiting for the construction of railways along the 
Pacific coast and the coast of Tuxtepec to this capital, it is 
necessary to construct at least a central line, which will tra- 
verse the State up to Tehuantepec. 

These valleys which surround the capital have an exuber- 
ance of inhabitants, and the products of their lands are hardly 
sufficient to supply, their own needs. This explains the gen- 
eral poverty existing, there being no exports, and it is also 
explained by the emigration of Oaxaquenos to other States, 
it having been calculated that only in Mexico City there are 
more than 3,000 Oaxaquenos, who would surely come back 
to their native State could they make their living there. 

[ hope you will excuse my having occupied your time with 
such a lengthy letter. I have read in the papers that the 
Government was negotiating the construction of some rail- 
ways. I have thought it right to call your attention to the 
above, so that, if possible, you might give them the preference. 

With the assurance of my profound respect, I beg to 
remain, 

Very truly yours, etc., 
Evutocio G. GILLow, 
Archbishop of Oaxaca. 


Letter from Dr. Urrutia to the Archbishop of Oaxaca. 
August 2, 1913. 
Very Illustrious Sir: 

Your favor of July 24th received and I have read it over 
with great attention, and considering your suggestion rela- 
tive to the construction of a railroad from Oaxaca to Tehuan- 
tepec of great importance, not only from the military point 
of view, but also for the convenience of the public in general, 
I] shall take an interest and see that your suggestion is car- 
ried out as soon as circumstances permit, which I trust will 


be very soon, for we have good reasons to believe that peace 
will soon be established all throughout the Republic. 
I beg to reiterate my appreciation and respects. 


URRUTIA. 
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Letter of the Archbishop of Michoacan to Minister Urrutia. 
September 11, 1913. 
My dear Compadre: 

The timely measures taken by you saved this city from 
being ravaged by the rebel gangs which have been concen- 
trating in these localities to the number of over 1,000 strong, 
but now I think I can assure you that if the detachment which 
has just arrived pursues them this part of the State will soon 
be pacified. 

The principal object of this letter is to ask you to relieve 
me of a great anxiety under which I am laboring, and which 
has been caused by the aggressive and almost scandalous 
attitude taken in public by Mr. Calero and a small group of 
porristas against your good self. I can well see that their 
object is to tarnish the glory which you have so justly won, 
and to alienate your adherents all over the Republic. 

But they will not accomplish anything, because all the 
sensible men know full well the envy and intrigues that ani- 
mate these degraded people. Although I am at ease on that 
score, my profound sympathy and affection for you make me 
fear that these men’s intrigues might put obstacles on the 
path that our Lord and His Blessed Mother have put before 
you to climb to the culminating position of Chief Executive of 
the Republic, which position will require of you the greatest 
sacrifice, but will at the same time lay before you a vast field 
in which to exercise your activity for the glory and honor of 
(sod and for the benefit of our beloved country. 

In the meantime I beg of you to tell me confidently if this 
threat of Calero is to be feared, or whether -you think it will 
be easy for you to humiliate the efforts of these upstarts. 

Your compadre, etc., 
JENARO MENDEZ. 

“If I now happen to know anything, if I have traveled any 
distance, however short, on the road to truth—I owe it, in com- 


mon with the whole civilized world, mainly to association with 
Protestants, and the principles of Protestantism.” 
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CARDINAL O’CONNELL ANSWERED BY 
MR. RAFAEL ZUBARAN 


The indignant declarations of Cardinal O’Connell in defense 
of the Mexican clergy, which appeared in the press, deserve a 
reply, although this high dignitary showers insults upon the Con- 
stitutionalists, instead of giving explanations. 

American Catholics have been misinformed, not only regarding 
the conduct of the majority of the Mexican clergy, especially the 
high clergy, but also as regards the policy of the Constitutional- 
ists concerning the religious freedom of my country. 

The truth should be known, as Cardinal O’Connell declares, 
and the truth is this: 

The Catholic clergy in Mexico is divided into two big groups 
—the creole clergy, seli-denying and poor who have, as a rule, 
charge of the village parishes, and the imported clergy, mostly 
European, rich and proud, who have great influence in the epis- 
copates and bishoprics and rich parishes, and who have charge 
of the spiritual direction of the high social classes. 

The first mentioned have always been devoted to the duties 
of their office, and in the struggles which have broken out from 
time to time for progress and the freedom of the Mexican people. 
It is to this group that Hidalgo and Ocampo Lelonged, and to 
which belong to-day, Paredes and the majority of the poor clergy. 

The other group in Mexico has always worked in favor of 
reaction and against freedom. They have advocated and defended, 
not the principle of religious freedom, but intolerance and privi- 
leges; they have tried to constitute themselves a privileged caste, 
and have been shedding the blood of the people in useless strug- 
gles ever since Mexico became an independent country. It was 
to this group that belonged Bishop Lavastida, of Puebla, and to 
this group belong to-day the bishops and archbishops, who, in 
connection with Ministers Urrutia and Tamariz, lent their aid to 
the consummation and upholding of the Huerta usurpation. 

It is to this portion of the Catholic clergy that we owe, in 
1822, the ephemerous command of Iturbide; it is they who place 
all their power, material and spiritual, at the disposal of the omin- 
ous Government of Santa Ana, spreading the conflagration of 
civil war with the cry of “Religion and Privileges.” It is they 
who furnished arms to Haro and Tamariz, and enabled them to 
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stain with blood the State of Puebla. It is they who influenced 
Comonfort to give the coup d’état against the Constitution of 


57; it is they who provoked and incited the horrible three years 


to the cry of “Religion and Privileges” ; it is they who attempted, 
with Maximilian, to establish an empire in Mexico; it is they 


who prepared the conspiracy against President Madero, contribu- 
ting with money to bribe the army to treason—money which was 
destined to be employed for the maintenance of the religious faith 
and for the relief of the needy. They conspire with Urrutia, as 
has been proved beyond doubt by documents which have been 
published, to maintain the usurpation of Huerta. They abuse 
of the pulpit and of their moral influence over the ignorant classes 
to support the dictator. At the present time they force the lay 
teachers in Jalisco to bind themselves that in the instruction of 
the children they will not observe the principle of liberty of creeds, 
and they are made to promise that they will act in the interests 
of the Catholic Church; they arm priests in the State of Michoa- 
can to enable them to head rebellious bands, with the ever-resound- 
ing battle-cry of “Religion and Privileges.” If in consequence 
of such behavior the Catholic group in question has been obliged 
to migrate, if many priest-politicians have been punished, others 
suffered unjustly, and if there have been instances of excesses com- 
mitted, although I am the first to regret it, it seems to me that 
tney should only blame themselves, who have provoked this deep 
social disturbance. Let the American Catholics understand that 
this state of things, which is easily explained at the present 
moment, is not and cannot be the result of the principles of the 
Constitutionalist program. The Constitutionalists are proud to 
lefend the principle of separation of the Church and State, and 
the liberty of creeds. There are at the present time in Mexico's 
extensive territory a great number of Catholic priests who exer- 
cise their offices with perfect freedom, because the present Govern- 
ment, as well as the definitive Government which will result from 
the revolutionary movement which is now nearing its end, guaran- 
tee the freedom of worship. It is not a masonic conspiracy that 
is making war on the political Catholic clergy of Mexico, it is 
the majority of the Mexican people, who, to-day, as at the memor- 
able time of Juarez, cannot and will not, tolerate the existence in 
Mexico of a privileged class, however respectable, who, under 
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pretext of defending a dogma, perpetrate all kinds of excesses, 
and constantly disturbs public peace, unmolested and unrestrained. 
As to the “beastly rapacity” of the Constitutionalists regarding 
the property of the Mexican clergy, I must state that from the 
time of the Law of Juarez, in 1859, the clergy, as an institution, 
lost all its property, and also the right of acquisition of any more 
property. 


Address of General Robert Huggins to the 
Annual Military Council Knights Patriot 
Military Fraternity held at Chicago, 
January 2nd, 1915 


Gentlemen of the Council, officers, Sir Knights and patriots of 
the Fraternity: 

It is with sincere pride that your commander-in-chief appears 
before you at the end of our first year to present to you in a 
few short words the progress and present “state of the Order’ — 
Knights Patriot Military Fraternity. 

One year ago to-day there were no Knights Patriot. To- 
day we are represented by an enthusiastic and growing member- 
ship rapidly coming into uniform and effective equipment in 
lilinois, lowa and Minnesota, and steps are being taken for the 
iormation of bodies of Knights in California, Massachusetts, 
Pennsylvania, Michigan, Nebraska, Arkansas and many other 
States. 

Already, in one short year, the power, prestige and influence 
for law, order and liberty of this lusty young Order has been felt 
in several States, quieting the troubled spirit of the times and 
assuring tranquility in the place of disorder in its efficient sup- 
port of education, toleration and fraternity as the remedy for 
ignorance, superstition and hate. 


We open the new year under the most conspicuous auspices 


and inspirations for success, and we may rest assured, upon the 
record already made that the great American patriotic loyal spirit 
ef fraternity, in its active membership of many millions of men, 
is for us and with us, and if we go forward with the spirit and 
enthusiasm deserving of success our progress will be still more 
gratifying to ourselves and our friends in the cause each year as 
the vears go by. 
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The Adjutant-General’s records will show that there has been 
received from all sources during the year 1914 but $2, 
available for general organization expense. 

Right here and now your commander-in-chief desires to appeal 
to every loyal patriotic American citizen to whom these words 
may reach for a larger financial support to the General Organi- 
zation Fund, that we may more rapidly organize the loyal bodies 
of citizens of our great orders that are only waiting our ability 
to reach them with this organization. 

Working forward as rapidly as our means will allow, on 
‘ines laid down by Congress, these many sessions, for several 
recent years, by special acts providing encouragement and assist- 
ance to loyal citizens to become proficient in the defense of the 
Government, liberties and institutions dear to the American heart, 
luilding not an army, but a splendid home defense force from the 
greatest peace bodies in the world, the great fraternities, rapidly 
‘unning in membership, as we are, up toward the hundreds of 
thousands of men which we should and shall soon have, the Presi- 
ient of the United States most appropriately says, “We should 
encourage such training, and make it a means of discipline which 
cur young men will learn to value, and so induce them to undergo 
it at such time (and place) as they can command a little free- 
«om and can seek the physical development they need for mere 
lealth’s sake, if for nothing more. Every means by which such 
things can be stimulated is legitimate, and such a method smacks 
of true American ideas.” 

The question now, therefore, is, how many of our busy busi- 
ness men and men of affairs who agree with him and us will come 
forward to the support of this patriotic work? 

Every hundred dollars of general expense funds means the 
reaching of a hundred patriotic young fraternity men with the 

rganization and training of the Knights Patriot. 

The “Minute Men of ’76” are immortal. The “Minute Men 
f to-dav” will HOLD what THEY WON. How many more 


this year will take a hand in making it 500,000 “Minute Men of 
lo-day ?” 


“Many are stronger than a few.” Our brothers are many mil 
tions; in God we trust; who shall prevail against us? 
Gentlemen, with supreme confidence I entrust the protection 
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and perpetuity of our country’s dearest institutions, rights, liber- 


ties, hopes and future to your sincere consideration. 


Christ’s Mission Contributions 

The following contributions were received ior the work 
of Christ’s Mission from November 1, 1914, to February 28, 
1915. Kindly inform us if any names are omitted that shoulda 
be included in this list: 

November: H. E. S., $25; J. M., $1; J. R., 50c.; M. B. W., 
50c.; G. M., $26.30. 

December: J. B. G., 55c.; J. McL., 50c.; Mrs. M. E. McK., 
$3; Mrs. A. B., 50c.; Miss A. G. McC., $5; Mrs. A. G., $3.50; 
M. R., $2; Mrs. J. L. G., $3; F.C. R., $2; E. T., $10; Mrs. 
T. A. L., $105.52; J. K., $5; D. H. S., $10; Mrs..G. H., $1.50; 
H. W. J., 50c.; J. M.,,$3.50; S. C. G., $3.50; M. B., $1; R. 
L. R., $1; W. C., $3.61; W. D., $50; W. M.S., $1.50; F.S.R., 
$10; Mrs. C. P. P., $B; Miss M. C. B., $675; J. F.'G., 
$2.50; Miss M. R., $2.38; J. R., $5.50; W. H., 50c.; Rev 
E. E. S., $5; C.F. D., $2; C. F., $10; Mrs. W. P. H.; $6.50; 
W. J. E., 50c.; E. A. W., $3; Mrs. F. P. H., $1. 

January: A. F. G., $1; Miss N. R. G., 50c.; Mrs. I. M. H., 
$2.50 ; = J. G.,, $2; Miss J. K., $10; A. W., $2.50; Mrs. L 
P. M., 3Sc:; Mes. S. M. S.,G@245; €.S., Se; B.C See oF. 
50c. ; 7 : S., 50c.; T. W. S., $3.50; N. L., $1; Mrs. B., $3.50; 
M. M., 50c.; Mrs. O. St. M., 90c.; W.H. B., 50c.; Wm. D., 
3e.; LL. Bat Ge ey a a eee oe ee 
We Mr. °F: -G., a Miss I. N. W., 50c.; Mrs. ¢ 
$10; J. A., $4; Mrs. J. R., 50c.; Miss J. M. P., $37; I. J. 
50c.; A. D. 1., $1.50; W. = Ao Mrs. J. A. B., 50c.; W. 
50c.; M. D.S., Se,; T.S.S. $1.30; RR: F.; Se. 

February: A. C. P., $5 R. N. O., $2; Mrs. C. A. W., 
$20; H. E. S., $15; Miss M. McL., $10; Miss A. V. B. C 
$20; W. A. B., $1.30; G. P. D., $10; B. C. P., $1.50; Mrs 
R. T. H., BWe.; Mere lL. j. G.; See.; Mae D., SL: G. BL... 
50c.; S. N. W., $5; Mrs. R. B. 50c.; W. G. W., 50c.; “ 
S. J. R., 50c.; Mrs. A. C. B., 50c.; H. S. V., $1; Miss E. H. 
$1; Mrs. I. N. S., $5; Miss S. J. McK., $3.65; AS. C., ae 
J: D. T., $1; Mrs. A. T., $3.50; A. E., $2; L. H. C., 50c.; Mrs 
M. W. G., $8.50. 





